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Purpose: This lesson is a way for students to demonstrate understanding of an inter-chapter of their choice from The Grapes of Wrath by reinterpreting into a project that demonstrates another form of literacy such as media, art, or visual literacy.

Objectives:

At the end of this lesson the students will:

1. evaluate the author's core theme in a given inter-chapter (inter-chapter means the alternating chapters that do not tell the Joad's story),

2. reinterpret the theme into a meaningful project that demonstrates the theme in a different medium,

3. research the theme using primary and secondary sources that are properly cited,

4. defend their interpretation with a written paper to accompany their piece.

Overview: John Steinbeck was a man who had little problem releasing his work to be reinterpreted and re imagined by others. This can be seen in the many plays, movies, and even a musical that his various works have been adapted into. One of the best examples of this was the movie version of The Grapes of Wrath, however movie version did not address the inter-chapters of the book. In this project students will take one of the inter-chapters and reinterpret it into another form.  

One of the main objectives of this lesson is to allow students creative freedom on what product they create.  Some examples of possible end products would be: a science podcast explaining what caused the Dust Bowl, an interview with a person who migrated, a commercial for a car dealership selling jalopies, a song about a day in the life of a diner waitress, etc.  The project should only be limited by the students' imagination.  Students should also have the option of working independently or in small groups of no more than three, but each student should write their own paper.

The part of the project that will be consistent throughout is the paper. The topics this paper must address are:

1. providing a brief summary of the chapter being presented,

2. the main theme and author's purpose for including the chapter with supporting details or research,

3. how the student's project supports or demonstrates the chapter's theme,

4. the use of at least one primary source and one secondary source to support their project, and

5. a properly cited bibliography.

Suggestions: This is a great project for cross-curricular collaboration. Librarians are a great help in the research process. This book and project would dove-tails well into the US history curriculum.  The collaboration can also be extended by requiring the students to have a faculty or professional mentor appropriate to their end product.

The open-ended nature of this project makes it easily customizable to the strengths of individual students regardless of ability.

